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A Ministry of Natural Resources 

A Ministry of Natural Resources is typically responsible for managing and 

conserving a country's natural resources, including land, water, forests, 

minerals, and wildlife. The primary role of such a ministry is to ensure the 

sustainable use of natural resources for the benefit of both current and future 

generations. 

The ministry can play a crucial role in coordinating various government 

agencies, stakeholders, and international partners to achieve the following 

objectives: 

Resource Management: The Ministry of Natural Resources develops and 

implements strategies for the effective management of natural resources. This 

involves assessing resource potential, conducting research and surveys, and 

formulating plans for resource extraction, utilization, and development. 

Conservation and Biodiversity: One of the key responsibilities of the ministry is 

to protect and conserve natural habitats, ecosystems, and biodiversity. It 

establishes protected areas, wildlife sanctuaries, and conservation programs 

to safeguard endangered species, promote ecological balance, and 

preserve the natural heritage of the country. 

Sustainable Development: The ministry promotes sustainable development 

practices that balance economic growth with environmental conservation. It 

formulates policies and regulations to ensure responsible resource extraction, 

reduce environmental impacts, and foster the sustainable utilization of natural 

resources. 

International Cooperation: The Ministry of Natural Resources engages in 

international collaborations and partnerships to address transboundary 

resource management issues, share best practices, and promote sustainable 

development globally. It participates in international forums and conventions 

related to natural resource management and conservation. 

It is valuable to know that several countries around the world have established 

dedicated ministries or departments for natural resources. Some examples 

include: 

Canada has a Ministry of Natural Resources that focuses on the sustainable 

development and management of the country's natural resources, including 

energy, minerals, and forests. 
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has a specific division in The Department of Agriculture, Water and the 

Environment that is responsible for natural resource management, 

conservation, and biodiversity protection. 

Brazil has a Ministry of Mines and Energy that oversees the management of 

natural resources, including mining activities and energy production. 

South Africa has The Department of Mineral Resources and Energy  responsible 

for the sustainable development and management of the country's mineral 

resources and energy sector. 

Malaysia has a Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources that handles the 

management, development, and conservation of the country's natural 

resources, including energy, minerals, and forests. 

Norway has The Ministry of Petroleum and Energy responsible for the 

management of the country's petroleum and energy resources. 

These are just a few examples, and many other countries have established 

similar ministries or departments to focus on the management and 

conservation of natural resources. The specific structure and responsibilities 

may vary depending on the country's unique circumstances and priorities. 

The creation of a Ministry of Environment & Natural Resources in The Bahamas 

was driven by the recognition of the importance of the wealth of our country’s 

natural resources and its potential impact on economic and social 

development. As such, they need to be managed carefully to ensure their 

continued availability and contribution to the country's development. 

Moreover, be mindful that natural resources are often finite and vulnerable to 

exploitation and degradation. We anticipate the Ministry of Environment & 

Natural Resources development of the necessary policies and regulations to 

ensure moving forward we achieve sustainable use and management of these 

resources. This includes implementing measures to protect natural habitats, 

conserve biodiversity, and promote sustainable resource use. 


