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Policy and Legislation are integral components in advocating for ownership of 

natural resources in The Bahamas because they provide the legal framework 

for natural resource management. Policies and laws determine who can 

access and use natural resources and 

under what conditions, as well as 

establish measures to ensure sustainable 

management practices. Without 

effective policies and legislation, and 

regulations, natural resources can be 

mismanaged or exploited, resulting in 

environmental degradation and social 

and economic disparities.  

The Policy and Legislation Division of the Bahamas Natural Resources 

Foundation will analyze existing policies and legislation related to natural 

resource management and develop recommendations and frameworks to 

address gaps, inconsistencies, and inequities in the legal framework. This will 

assist us to inform policy-makers and decision-makers, ultimately leading to 

more effective policies and legislation that promote sustainable natural 

resource management and equitable access for Bahamians to natural 

resources. 

UNDERSTANDING POLICY 

Governing policies can have a significant impact on the management of 

natural resources. Policies that are designed to protect and conserve natural 

resources can help to ensure that these resources are used in a sustainable 

and responsible manner. On the other hand, policies that are weak or 

ineffective may lead to overuse, degradation, or depletion of natural 

resources. 

Effective policies can help to prevent overexploitation of natural resources by 

limiting access, setting quotas or regulations, and establishing protected areas. 

These policies can also promote sustainable management practices, such as 

conservation, restoration, and sustainable harvesting. Additionally, policies 

can provide incentives and support for the development of sustainable 

industries that utilize natural resources in a responsible manner. 

In contrast, weak or ineffective policies may fail to adequately protect natural 

resources, leading to overexploitation, degradation, or depletion. This can  
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have serious consequences for ecosystems, biodiversity, and the livelihoods of 

local communities that rely on natural resources. In some cases, weak policies 

may even encourage unsustainable practices that lead to long-term harm to 

the environment and society. 

Therefore, the development and implementation of effective policies and 

regulations is critical to the sustainable use and management of natural 

resources. It is important to ensure that policies are based on sound science 

and are informed by local knowledge and perspectives.   Policies should be 

regularly reviewed and updated to ensure they remain effective and relevant 

in changing circumstances. 

 


